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Understanding the Russo-Ukraine War:
A Social Studies Perspective

Objective:
e To comprehend the historical, geopolitical, and humanitarian
dimensions of the Ukrainian conflict.

e To analyze the impact of the conflict on Ukraine and its neighboring
countries.

e To evaluate the role of international organizations and diplomatic
efforts in resolving the crisis.

Materials Needed:

e Maps of Ukraine and its neighboring countries
e Articles, news clips, or videos depicting the Ukrainian conflict

e Charts or graphs illustrating the geopolitical landscape of Eastern
Europe

e Handouts with key vocabulary and historical context

Lesson Outline:
1. Introduction (15 minutes):

e Begin with a brief overview of the Ukrainian conflict, emphasizing its

nistorical roots, including the dissolution of the Soviet Union and
Ukraine's struggle for independence.

e Discuss the significance of Crimea and Eastern Ukraine in the context
of the conflict.

e Introduce key terms such as "annexation," "separatism," and "civil
unrest.”

Moments from the Battlefield.
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2. Historical Context (20 minutes):

e Provide a timeline of major events leading up to the conflict, including
the Orange Revolution, Euromaidan protests, and the annexation of
Crimea by Russia.

e Discuss the role of ethnic, linguistic, and cultural divisions within
Jkraine, particularly between the Ukrainian-speaking west and the
Russian-speaking east.

e Explore the impact of historical grievances and geopolitical factors on
the escalation of tensions.

3. Geopolitical Implications (20 minutes):
e Use maps to illustrate the strategic importance of Ukraine and its
proximity to Russia, Europe, and NATO member states.
e Analyze the competing interests of various stakeholders, including
Russia, the European Union, NATO, and the United States.
e Discuss the concept of sovereignty and the implications of foreign
intervention in the internal affairs of a sovereign state.

Conclusion:
e Discuss with your students why Russia may have used certain
propaganda techniques. What was Russia hoping to achieve?
e Explore with your students of other cases where propaganda was
used.

Assessment:
e Students can write a summary that identifies the propaganda
technique, how it’s used in this case and how it contradicts factual
information.

Moments from the Battlefield.




