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bf Eremenko’s

compositions within the Canadian
cultural landscape was evident at a recent
ceremony of historical signi cance,
titled “Renewing Friendship: Zemlya/
Nanoskomum (Give Thanks for
the Land).” This was a ceremonial
exchange of gifts held in Edmonton to
commemorate the Aboriginal/Ukrainian-
Canadian relationship based on a shared
bond with the land that was never
of cially acknowledged. One of the gifts
exchanged was a vocal performance
of an Eremenko song, Saskatchevanka
(lyrics by Slavutych) by a women'’s trio.
This song tells the story of a Ukrainian
boy who sees an Aboriginal woman
picking raspberries and celebrates
their shared prairie experience. Written
from the boy’s point of view, the lyrics
express regret that he and the young
beauty have no language in common.
Eremenko’s instrumental repertoire
included more than 25 compositions.
Not only were there string quartets,
often compared to the same lyrical
intensity of Antonin Dvorak, but he
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also composed quintets of a unique
nature which included utes, oboes

and clarinets. His symphonic poem
premiered in Edmonton in 1974 and a
reviewer was captivated by the various
moods that it evoked. “Quiet Bessarabian
evenings near the Black Sea . . . were
contrasted with the stormy tumultuous
evocations of nature.” He was able to
write piano music for a wide range of
musical abilities and as a member of

the Alberta Registered Music Teachers’
Association in Edmonton, his works, with
their distinctly Ukrainian harmonies,
were performed at various recitals.

In October 2011, Eremenko’s wide-
ranging and enriching musical legacy
was celebrated at a joint celebration of
the 40th anniversary of UMSA and 100th
anniversary of the composer’s birth. The
program featured performances from the
Dnipro Choir, Verkhovyna, the Savaryn
trio, and former members of Merezhi. @

Elementary

St. Matthew

T: 780 473-6575
www.stmatthew.ecsd.net

St. Kevin
Junior High

T: 780 469-8301

www.stkevin ecsd.net

Austin O'Brien
Senior High
T. 780 466-316]
www.austinobrien.ecsd.net

VAE



SIH I-a': L ]
pm demos, emmﬁ, Fnli' MI

commumcatlon

solutions

forprlnt
S aowehy:

780.452.1767

10713-125street,edmonton

403.770.9684

836 24 avenue SE, calgary

=
L g

RCUA

Allacrta Council for
sthe Ukrainian Arts

As a member you will receive:
e ACUA Vitae Ukrainian arts and culture magazine

e ACUA News - our quarterly newsletter informing
members of the people, places, and events that
help shape our Ukrainian arts community

e [nvitations to openings and events

® 10% discount on art education courses

e Access to artist workshops

e Discounts at supporting community businesses

e Voting privileges at our Annual General Meeting

Support Ukrainian arts - join ACUA

O 1 would like to become a member

O 1 would like to volunteer

O 1 would like to be on your email list for
upcoming arts and cultural events.

Name:

Address:

City:

Province: Postal Code:

Phone:

Email:

Organizational Membership .........ccccceeeennneee. $50/year
Individual Membership.........ccccceveeveenienennne. $25/year
O Membership fee enclosed

O | would like to make a donation to ACUA
Amount: $

O 1 give ACUA permission to publish my name
on the donor gratitude list

Please make cheques payable to ACUA.
Visa and MC payments can be called into the office
780.488.8558




